CHAPTER   XXI

From Tenerife to Tetudn
SHORTLY AFTER HIS ARRIVAL AT SANTA CRUZ DE TEXERIFE,
Franco realized that he was a prisoner of the Popular
Front, The political satraps who had decreed his removal
from Spain had done so with another Elba in mind. But
this was an Isle of Elba on which paid assassins hovered
and spied on the exile as government agents, He was
watched day and night5 his mail was censored, his telephone
messages were intercepted,, and he was surrounded by a
veritable ring of spies organized by the hostile authorities on
the island. Hostile pens and voices assailed the general The
municipal government of Realejo Alto directed all the muni-
cipalities of the province to ask the government to dismiss
Franco as a dangerous element.
A friend warned the generalj "There are plans on foot to
take your life."
"Two years ago/' he answered} "Moscow sentenced me
to death/1
Round about the commandancy skulked strange persons
who were seen to station themselves at strategic places. The
civil guard brought the report that at a Communist meeting
it had been decided to assassinate Franco, and that volun-
teers had offered themselves to carry out the plan. The
governor knew of the plot, but as he was guaranteed very
little assurance of protection, from that moment the officers
of the garrison, on the initiative of the colonel of general
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